ff-backed men in uniform. There







nd glare him down until he

- Not a dragon. Not right now.

ast forever, but he finally let

ead. ‘Got scared and ran, did

Jis voice came out bigger this
ut on an extra few inches of
omeone even more frightened
one sweetened, adding a sickly
he reached forward and tapped
‘You don't need to worry, sweet-
y dragons that threaten this city’
u in a heartbeat, 1 snarled silently.
ymped shut with all my might, and
his finger off as he pulled it back

at ignorant country folk are lil
ire from Drachenburg or:

laokmg at you.' g
lers straightened and h

wt I

5 «* I







form, always, to be her eyes and ears in

'.

cocked her head as she studied him just as
had studied me. ‘Right now, though, major, I

jou a question: exactly who do you think we
'you find the truth so doubtful? Do you

- we're dragons in disguise?’ She snorted, even
tightened on my scale-cloth. ‘I don't know what
of, but I know what frightens me ... and that's
orincess, if she finds out we've been kept chin-

out here when I was ordered to bring back her

| as soon as possible. So -~ she took a step forward,

g my arm, and met his eyes full-on - ‘if you have

re questions,’ she said sweetly, ‘why don' you put

;>= the crown princess yourself?’

| always known that Silke had a touch of dragen to

t as T watched her stare down the big man, I could

t see the scales that she deserved glinting in th‘“ 4
A_her. "
“Theres such a thing as friendship,’ she had told mein ot
cet square.

For the first time,
. Because I knew then that I wo

Y ’;t.he man's jaw worked as h:l glared back at h"’ :
of his swo
rds and M ‘his

{ ey undersood what shl

to the handle 0
b .1 then he stepped backwa |
e well. His voice came out as a low, ngry
B e nany he jerked bis head ot tho JERS
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Hressions on their taces, nv
in the distance became OF
4 Only their gazes flickered
.on helmets, following us as
:".:5 from the cold, sightless

n disgust at the view around me
This was the seat of all power in
, ;- ntral hoard of the king’s town
ceatest chance to awe the world?
another word for ‘dirty white

e gold plate or sparkling diamond

tipped my head back for a quick

, Jooping curlicues carved there

ite and made of simple plaster.
seriously for an instant.

o protect itself against

f it wasn't so horrify-

or for worse. But I

55 1 could get

i




sides. A long wooden table filled
with the king sitting at one end in
the crown princess sitting in a smaller
pand a big, scowling man with a floppy red
v in a medium-sized chair at the other end
Half of the other chairs were filled, but the res
abandoned as their owners paced around the
yelling and waving their arms,
And they weren't the only people there, Even more
B lined the walls by the heavy swags of purple velvet,
while women and men in fancy clothing sat in rows and
rows of padded chairs, watching the show in front of them
and whispering to each other behind decorative fans
Servants moved back and forth between all the different
oups, seeing to their masters’ needs.
How did these people ever get anything done? The
oise was so intense it took me a moment to even pick out

y of the individual voices, as our lieutenant led us care-

duough the crowd towards the table and the crows

, *’Ihil is why we should have sent the army ‘""“‘: \
”du mountains years ago! If anyone had



“always haggling over prices and trying to

{ lves ...

:: f:er):th:;nlsﬁm let out a muffled sh.riek of

rage. ‘We merchants are the only reason this city has
Rspered! If you black-robed nincompoops were ever left

Ch:;g:ther woman, in a long black robe, lunged up

fom the table and shouted, ‘What did you just call us,

hopkeeper?’

p;(t‘:)?::and bones. We didn't have time for any of this!

When Id tried to talk sensibly to the royals before,
hadn' listened to a word Id said. I could already tell

ithis group wasn't interested in calm reason either.

Bo it was time to stop acting like a servant and be 2

n, after all.

Enough! I roared, only two feet behind the king,

Veryone in the room jerked around to stare at me.
be king peered around the back of h

de, startled blue eyes;

W exactly what they al] saw when they looked at
= young face, short hair and dull brown dress.
it their shock would only hold them silent for

 before ¢} d disbeljef would take

is massive chair

eir Outrage an

s'ingle Moment thygy | had, crossed my
8 a look g ¢

v eady and 8rim as any |

' can g1, those dragons,’ told him
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